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The stage is dark. Suddenly a spotlight strikes the center, illuminating a Yamaha 

electric keyboard. Silence. Then a six foot tall, casually dressed and gorgeous man strides 

across the stage to seat himself at the piano. In just a blink, a beautiful melody fills The 

Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, Tennessee, and flows into the audience’s soul. This is 

Jon McLaughlin opening for Kelly Clarkson’s “My December” tour, and this is real 

talent. 

Jon McLaughlin is a name that unfortunately not many people are familiar with 

and the question is, why? McLaughlin’s music is energetic, melodic, eclectic, soulful, up-

beat and nothing less than real. This Indiana born-and-raised stud received his big break 

when he toured with Matt Wertz and Dave Barnes, in 2006. However, that was not at all 

the start of his career. McLaughlin has been playing piano since he was young, and after 

being signed to Orangehaus, Anderson University’s record label, McLaughlin released 

his first 10-song EP. Now, with his fourth album released, McLaughlin is signed with 

Island Records. 

Indiana, McLaughlin’s most current album, pays tribute to the state he believes 

will always give him the most inspiration and always hold his heart. This album has a 

young Bruce Springsteen feel, but is not a mimic of anything. With its poetic lyrics, 

powerful hooks, and intense ballads, this album is nothing short of phenomenal. 



McLaughlin invites his fans onto an emotional rollercoaster that can only be described as 

breath-taking. Industry, an energetic piano-powerful single, explains McLaughlin’s 

feeling towards never conforming to fit a certain stereotype. Human, with its beautiful 

melody and lyrics, questions why people do the things they do. And Indiana, the intimate 

solo ballad on the album, ultimately proves why McLaughlin is a force to be reckoned 

with. 

However, in no way does Jon McLaughlin fit into a specific category in the music 

industry. When asked if McLaughlin has a similar sound to more mainstream artists, such 

as John Mayer and Corey Crowder, Julia Ragsdale had a quick answer, “No.” Ragsdale, a 

junior at Ravenwood High School, has been a fan of McLaughlin for years now, and 

wants to make it clear that he has his own sound and unique voice. Andrew Russell, 

another junior at RHS, only discovered McLaughlin’s music a short time ago, but agrees 

that “Jon McLaughlin sounds like Jon McLaughlin.” The point is clear to any listener; 

Jon McLaughlin is a unique artist, with emotional lyrics, music that captures the heart, 

and a voice that warms the soul. 


