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Lovin’ the Milkman 

Anna Hershberger 

 Rewind to that drizzly, October night when Girl Talk raged in Dunn Meadow and the 

crowd size alone proves that no one can deny a good mash-up of songs. Still, with so many of 

these experimental type DJs all around the world, how is anyone supposed to define what makes 

a so called, “mash-up?” For example, Norwegian Recycling takes songs from a similar genre, 

with similar tones, and overlaps them. Super Smash Bros’ song choices are completely eccentric 

and always have a fast rhythm. And Girl Talk is just Girl Talk – the college students’ go-to, rave 

compatible, dose of song collaborations. They are all so similar, but have slight differences that 

set them apart from one another. 

 Well, there is a new kid on the block. Complete with pinch-able baby cheeks, a head of 

curly brown hair and a wardrobe of hipster clothes, which can be described as the love-child 

between Stussy and RVCA, is the genius of Gregg Luskin: Milkman.  

 As a freshman at the University of California Santa Barbara (UCSB), Luskin began 

tinkering with song mash-ups and DJing (through which he created his stage name, Milkman). 

Milkman’s first album, Lactose and THC, captures the essence of Luskin through the tracks and 

the cover art, which suitably pictures a cow with a marijuana leaf in its mouth. After its release in 

2008, under Luskin’s own production company, Lactose and THC was free for download online 

and within the next year was downloaded 26,000 times, definitely an impressive feat for an 

unknown freshman at a university with 20,000-plus students. 



 A year ago on March 29, Milkman released his second full-length album, Circle of Fifths.  

And Circle of Fifths sounds like a sophomore album. In an interview with UCSB Radio, Luskin 

explains, “I feel like Circle of Fifths has a lot more of a direction.  I had much more of an 

orientation with that album.  Each song…kind of has a theme…they actually kind of tie 

together.” 

 One particular theme found within the track, “Want it all,” on Circle of Fifths, deals with 

finding love, even for just one night. Songs present on the track include The Counting Crow’s 

“Mr. Jones,” Lil’ Wayne’s “Lollipop,” Chris Brown’s "Kiss Kiss,” and Wiz Khalifa’s “Say 

Yeah.”   

  Also, compared to Lactose and THC, Circle of Fifths also has smoother transitions and a 

much more diverse selection of songs. In the UCSB interview, Luskin states, “Lactose and THC 

was my first album.  That was really just me trying to figure out exactly what I wanted to do with 

this whole mash-up thing.”   

  Whereas his first album mainly contained variations of old school rap and hip hop songs; 

Milkman’s second album takes big-name hip hop players and pairs them with idols from other 

genres. If one song can fully represent Circle of Fifths, it is “Heart to Heart.” With an overlaid 

beat, Israel Kamakawiwo’ole’s “Somewhere over the rainbow” begins the song. Tupac breaks 

through with “Can U get away” as the Kamakawiwo’s ukulele remains untouched and 

strumming in the background. Tupac’s verse breaks into a chorus of Eminem’s “Toy Soldiers,” 

and then come the chills accompanying John Lennon’s powerful “Let it Be.”  

 Along with “Heart to Heart,” most of the songs on Circle of Fifths tell a story and flow 

with a rhythm established through the beginning of the track. These DJs “mashing” songs 



together are doing something artistic, and even though they may not play instruments or be 

considered true musicians, they are able to manipulate different pieces of music flow together 

and appear seamless. That is an art, and Milkman is definitely an artist to watch out for. 


